


Vision of Buddhism in the world. 



LUMBINI 
(PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE) 

A serene image of the Buddba in the 
Theravadin monastery at Lumbini. 

'Lumbini is the place where the Tathagata was born. It is the 
place which should be visited and seen by a person of devotion 
and which would cause awareness and apprehension of the 
nature of impermanence.' 

Tathagata - One who found the truth. A synonym referred to the Buddha himself or to the other Buddhas. 



Location of Lumbini. 

Lumbini* is a sacred place where 
Gautam Buddha, the apostle of peace, 
compassion, non-violence and universal 
brotherhood, was born in 624 B .C. '  He 
was born on the full moon day of the 
sixth month of the lunar calendar i.e. 
Vuisukhu Purnimu,eighty years before 
the Buddhist Era. Gautam Buddha 
founded Buddhism. He attained trans- 
cendental wisdom and showed the 
people a way out of this world of pain 
and suffering to one of peace and 
harmony beyond, to an undying world 
where man finds liberation, attains 
wisdom and observes righteousness. He 
is a man and not a god, a teacher and 
not a saviour. his life is based on love of 
humanity. The ideal of salvation and 
the discipline of devotion and service 
to the universal good. 

* M;~uryan Emperor Ashok;~ had cngrilvcd the 
word 'Lummini' on the stone pillar thi~t he got 
erected at this placc. The Chincsc pilgrrn trnvcllcr 
F;I-tlii~n used the word 'Lummin' whcrci~s lo 
Hiuen Tsang i t  was 'La-pha-ni'. According to 
Rockhill. Lumbini was the name of thc king 

'Supra Buddha's consort and thc placc was namcd 
in her honour. According to the historian S.P. 
Joshi the Lumbini Garden i s  namcd after Maya 
Devi's mother or the Buddha's grand mother. 
According to the Devuduhu Surro Vannunu, the 
Buddha himself visited and lived at Lumbini 
which proves that Lumbini was not only a garden 
but a quiet place suitable lo  live. Lumbini 
became a placc of pilgrimage after passing away 
of the Buddh;i and later on became a habitation 
as Lumhini village i s  also mentioned in the 
Ashokan inscription. 

Maya Devi's dream of' white  elephant. 

The' birth of Gautarn Buddl~a has 
been interestingly described in  several 
Buddhist scriptures. After acquiring all 
the pre-requisites of Bucldhahood in 
course of his previous births, he finally 
descended from one of the heavens 
(Tusitu) and entered into the womb of 
Queen Maya Devi or Mahamaya. 

Queen Maya Devi had a dream in 
which her bed was taken to the highest 
peak of the Himalaya and was placed 
under the shade of a sal tree. She was 
given a bath in the Mansarovar lake 

1 Regarding thc year of the birth of Gaulam 
Buddha. some scholars give 623 B.C. However. 
the difference by a ycar i s  due to the fact that the 
Thai. Cambodian and Laotian Buddhist Era i s  

hchind hy one year th;~r~ that of Burma. Srilank;~ 
and India. The difference i s  due to the Pact that 
later countries regard the ycar o f  Mul~upuritlirvcr- 
I I U  ;IS the Buddhist cra, the former take> it to he 
the first anniversary after the Buddha's passing 
away. 111 Ncpal, the counting of the Buddhist era 
is the slmc ;IS that of in Burm;~,Sri Lilnka and 
India. Anyway the Buddha's hirrh could bc 
tracccd back either to 623 or 624 B.C. 



Hruhma received Siddhartha af ter  birth 

(Anottatir-Pali), purified from impuri- 
ties to which miin is prone iind 
bcsmeiired with scents and then she was 
placed on a celestial bed guarded by 
deities. Lord Buddha appeared in the 
form of ir white, six-tusked elephant 
which entered from the right side of her 
womb. Maya Devi was horrified and 
she narrated the story to King 
S uddhodana. 

King Suddhodana, who was 
Ciautam Buddha's father, was the king 
of Kapilavastu (Kapilavatthu-Pali). a 
small but prosperous kingdom. He 
belonged to Shakya (Sakya-Pali) dynasty 
of the Kshatriya clan and the solar race. 

Maya Devi gave birth to her son in 
the forest of Lumbini which is about 22 
km west of Siddharthanagar (also 
called Bhairhawa in the Rupandehi 
district of Lumbini Zone of Nepal). 
Lumbini is situated at the foothills of 
the Himalayas and the Churia 
(Shiwalik) range of hills which rise 
abruptly from the gentle plains of the 
Terai and present a rugged landscape. 

In Buddha's days, Lumbini was a 
beautiful garden lined with green and 
shady sal (Shorea) trees. The garden 
with all its tranquil environs was owned 
by the Shakyas to which King 
Suddhodana, father of the Buddha, 
belonged and by the Koliyas who lived 
in a neighbouring principality where the 
father of Maya Devi ruled. 

Queen Maya Dc.\,i carried the baby 
in her womb for full ten months. When 
she exrx-ebwd her desire to go to 
Llevadaha, her parental home, Sud- 
dhodana by way of fulfilling hcrr de4ires 
irr.1-anged for her vibit. O n  the wa>,  as 
;ill-eady said heforc, on the full moon 
day of the month of C'rrivukl~rj in the 
Vear 623 E3.C'. she stopped at Lum- 
bini. It happened to be Friday. She 
elitel-ed the garden with her sister 
Prajapirti ( i a u t a n ~ ~  to re1;ls f o r  wme 

time and beat the 1ic.al ot summer. The 
beauty ot Lumhini i\ descritwd In Pali 
i ~ n d  Sanskrit literatures. Ma!,a L)e\,i was 
spellbound to see the naturiil grandeur 
of LunlI>ini. While she ira\ \tanding. 
she h;~il lahour pirin ;rild c;lt~gllt Ilold ot ;I 

drooping hi-anch 01' a sill ( . S l ~ o r c ~ t ~  
roh~r .s / t r )  tree and the hat)!. the luture 
Buddha. wiis horn. Irnmediatcly that 
spot was hidden by a miraculou\ 
curtain. Brahma took thc I~irhy in his 
hands and other gods and angels waited 
on him. At that time two springs 01 
water one hut and the other cold came 
down from the sky to wash the baby. A 
small river which had oily water also 
appeared to be used by the queen for 
cleaning herself after the clelivery. This 
rivulet with i t 5  oil!! character still exists 
and is called 01 or Telar which flows 
south-east of the Ashokan Pillar. 

At the time of the birth it was 
apparent that he was the spiritual 
leader. He was golden-coloured and 
stood erect. He looked in ir l l  directions. 
towards the east. south. west. upwards 
and downwards. Finally he looked 
towards the north and took seven steps. 
At every step he took. one lotus flower 
appeared on the ground. The gods and 
angels followed him. At that time he 
proclaimed, "Forenlost am 1 in the 
World, Seniormost an1 I in the World. 
Best am I in the World. This is my last 
birth. No more am I to bc. born." At 
this time. several miracles apprared. 
The earth quaked all around. the wind 
ceased to blow. birds took shelter in 



A scene of the birth of Siddhartha. 

worldly objects, will acqulrc I)? \tlt.nuouj 
efforts the knowledge ot the tllghcst 
truths anti will shine in the wo~ld  as the 
sun of knowledge to d~\l)cr\c the 
darkness ot ignorance." 

Lumb~ni  was In ~ t h  grandeur tor 
several centuries. Brl~ever\  ot the 
Buddhist faith were vl\iting the 
Lumbini garden and wele getting 
\everal n ~ o n u ~ n e n t s  cor~structed a~ound 
i t .  But the religious contlict ot the 
niedieval times ruined the sacred s ~ t e .  
In 249 B.C. when Emperor Ashoka 
visited Lumbini, it was a flourishing 
village. 'Two famous Chinese Buddhist 
travellers Fa-hien (Fifth Century) and 
Hiuen Tsang (Seventh Century) de- 
scribed the grandeur of Lumbini. 
Lumbini was having a beaut~tul bathing 
tank and the old sal tree, the branch of 
which was gripped by Maya Devi. 
Ashok constructed four stupas and 
erected a stone pillar with the figure of a 
horse on the top. Both the Chinese 
travellers saw the tree which probably 
survived upto the beginning of the 7th 
Century. Fa-hien (A.D.  403) and Hiuen 
Tsang ( A . D .  636) visited Lumbini and 
Kapilavastu. At that time, the whole 
region was in ruins with many 
dilapidated stupas, monasteries and 
palaces. Hiuen Tsang also saw the 
Ashokan Pillar split into two when it 
was struck by lightning. In 1895'. 
Feuhrer, a famous German archeolog- 
ist, reported about the great pillar while 
wandering about the hills of Churia 
(Shiwalik) range. It is known that the 
whole region had numerous stupas, 
monasteries and palaces in the past. 
The splendour of the holy seat of 
Buddhism is evident from various old 
monasteries, sculptures and archeolo- 
gical objects. Lumbini remained neg- 
lected for more than 600 years. Further 
exploration and excavation of the 
surrounding area revealed the existence 

their nests. Trees bore f r u ~ t s  and 
flowers bloomed. Peace and silence 
reigned all around. 

There are several versions of 
stories about the birth of Buddha. 
According to some, Maya Devi gave 
birth to a premature child. Some write 
that when Maya Devi was taking her 
bath in the pond she had labour pain. 
The branches of the trees drooped 
down to support her and she delivered 
the child while standing. When 
Gautama was born then Mahamaya's 
sisters, Prajapati Gautami and others, 
watched the scene and ablutions were 
done by two Nugu (Serpent) Kings. 

The child was named Prince 
Siddhartha which means 'he who has 
accomplished his aims'. But to the 
people he was generally known by his 
second name as Gotama (Gautama) 
Having learnt about the birth of the 
prince, Asita, a famous seer, came to see 
Suddhodana and said to him with tears 
in his eyes, "Your son is born to attain 
supreme knowledge. He will renounce 
the Kingdom and become averse to 

- - -- - - 

* Somc author\ glvc 1H66 as the year of dlscovcry 
ol thc Ashokan P~llar In Lumbln~ 
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Lumbini has a special meaning as a place o f  meditation and spiritual 
renewal, a centre of  cultural exchange and a symbol o f  peace. 



Nativity scene believed t o  be o f  
3rd century,recently renovated. 

ot a br~ck temple and a sand\tone 
~ ~ l p t u r e  w ~ t h ~ n  the temple ltselt whlch 
deplct the scenes ot the Buddh'i's blrth. 
A pond s a ~ d  to be one in which Maya 
D e v ~  took her bath betore the dellvery 1s 
s~tuated nearby. Many monuments In 
rulns still surround the Maya D e v ~  
temple. By the s ~ d e  of the Ashokan 
P~llar .  stdl flows the 01 or Telar rlver. 
The L u m b ~ n ~  garden 1s beautifully 
surrounded by varlous troplcal trees 
4uch as Sal (Shorea rohu.\tti), Ashoka 
(Surucu rndrcu). P ~ p a l  or  B o d h ~  tree 
(Ficus rellgrosu) , Mango (Mungijrru 
rndrtrr), Amaldk (Ernblru ojflciunalu), 
Kadam (Anthot  c p h a l u ~  cudurnb(r), Gul- 
mohar (L)elorzir rrgrtr), etc 

L u r n b ~ n ~  IS the Mecca ot a 
Buddhi4t. A reputed author and \cholar 

marked by a pillar left by Ashoka, the 
Great, Buddhists know that it was the 
place where the Sakyamuni* was born 
in Nepal ....." 

The history as well as the ancient 
remains of the Sakya period and the 
faded magnificence of Lumbini is a 
challenge to the archaeologists and 
historians. Its importance is added by 
the fact that the United Nations has 
taken interest in the development of the 
area under the U.N.  Development 
Project. In 1967. United Nations 
Secretary General U .  Thant made 
Lumbini Development Project an 
international concern when he visited 
the birthplace of Lord Buddha. The 
Kings of Nepal have shown deep 
interest in the development of Lumbini. 
In 1958, King Mahendra donated more 

* Sirkyarnini - Another name o l  thc Buddha, thc 
aagc of thc Sakya clan. 



than one hundred thousand rupees 
(Nepalese currency) for the develop- 
mcbnt of Lumbini. The late King 
Mahendra himself visited the sacred 
place i n  February 1956. A Mahendra 
I'illar made of  marble was specially 
erected to commemorate the royal visit. 

Mahendra Pillar was erected to  
commemorate the Royal visit 
of King Mahendra in 1956. 

I t  can be seen by visitors in the 
courtyard of the sacred garden. In 
keeping with the ideas of the great 
apostle of peace, King Birendra has 
shown a deep interest in the 
developement of Lumbini as is evident 
from his occasional directives, sanctions 
and grants. For the development of this 
place, a Lumbini Development Com- 
mittee was also formed. The year 1979 
was also declared as the Lumbini Year 
by the International Buddhist Confer- 
ence held in Japan in November, 1978. 

At present, major restoration and 
development work is ahead under 
the aegis of the Lumbini Development 
Trust which is formed under the 
chairmanship of His Royal Highness 
Prince Gyanendra. 

Recently some beautiful shrines 
have been constructed in Lumbini and 
funds for the Lumbini Development 
Project have been pouring in from 
several countries in the form of specific 
and general donations. Specific dona- 
tions are for particular projects while 

general donations are for use in any way 
for development. 

The visit to Lumbini, the birthplace 
of the Buddha and to Kapilavastu 20 km 
to the west which is the home town of 
Buddha and where the prince spent hls 
early 29 years is not only for spiritual 
enlightenment but also for solace and 
satisfaction that one normally gets in a 
calm, peaceful and sanctified place like 
it. Besides Lumbini and the whole region 
of Kapilavastu reveal such antiquities 
whch date back to the early Christian era. 

PILGRIMAGE 
When a pilgrim reaches Lumbini 

and enters the sacred garden by taking 
any of the pathways he sees a big open 
area which has the Ashokan Pillar and a 
temple. When Lumbini development 
project is completed the entrance 
will be from Lumbini Village. 

The Ashokan Pillar 
It  is the most important relic in 

Lumbini. As already said it was 
reported in I895 by Feuhrer. This 
stone pillar was erected by King Ashoka 

A stone pillar got erected by Ashoka 
to  pay homa e to  the birthplace f of the Budd a. 



His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyansamuara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand leading 
a group of prayer-chanting devooct people in Font  of the Ashokan Pillar. 

His Holiness Somdet, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand revering 
the nativity idol at Lumbini. 



~ y l l r c l r y  . I le visited Lunibrnr 
(,,trdcri rn 250 B.C'. t o  pay homage to 
L I I C  I H I  tliplace ot Buddha, in the 20th 
\ ' L . , I I  01 h15 coroniltlon. 7'lie stone p~llar  
I , L ' I I \  '111 ~n\cr~l?lrorr In the ancrent 
( 151 , ~ l ~ l n ~ )  \cr 11,t wh~ch I uns a\ lollow\ 

The inscription in the Brahmi scnpt  
on Ashokan pillar 

"King Piyadasi (Ashoka). The 
Beloved of Gods, in the twentieth year 
of the coronation, himself made a royal 
visit. Buddha Sakyamuni having been 
born here, a stone railing was built and 
a stone pillar .erected. The Bhugavun 
(Another name of the Buddha) having 
been born here, Lummini (Lumbini) 
village was tax freed and entitled to the 
eight part". The pillar is about 7.79 m. 
tall with the circumference of 2.78 m. 
King Ripu Malla of Western Nepal 
inscribed his name on the Ashokan 
Pillar when he visited Lumbini in 1314 
A.D. This pillar was also struck by 
lightning. Sometimes back. Nepalese 
archeologists dug out one of its sides to 
find out the root of it and found the 
Mauryan railing at the ground level. 
However, religious-minded scholars 
were not very happy with that idea for 
fear that i t  could weaken the base of the 
pillar, Anyway this spot authenticates 
the exact place where Queen Maya 
Devi gave birth to prince Siddhartha. 

The temple of'Maya Devi , believed 
to be about 2300 years old. 

Temple of Maya Dewi 
Bes~des the Ashokan Pillar, 

another most tarnous monument 1s the 
temple of Maya Dew, which I \  about 
2300 years old. I t  has a \tone rel~ef 
hav~ng the nativ~ty scene of the Buddha, 
which is worshipped from the beginning 
of the Christian era. The bas rellef 
depicts Maya Devi with her r~gh t  hand 
holding on to a branch of a sal tree w ~ t h  
a new-born child standlng upright on a 
lotus pedestal, shedding an oval halo, 
around hls head. This nativlty scene 
of future Buddha was installed by 
Malla Kings of Naga dynasty who ruled 
over one of the two states which 
flour~shed from about 11th to 15th 
century in  the Karnalr zone ot Nepal. 
Recently Maya Devi sculpture 1s 
restored by archeologists. The nativity 
scene is worshipped both by Buddhists 
and Hindus. Hindu barren women used 
to touch the image with the hope of 
fertility. Therefore .now a wocxlen frame 
is f~xed at the base to avv~d  people 
within the reach of the sculpture. 

Beside the original nativitv scene In 
the centre i h  also placed in a n~che  on 



the right hand side a sculpture which is 
a true marble copy of the original one,  
made by a famous Nepalese artist and 
sculptor, late Chandra Man Maskey 
in about 1956. 

A true marble copy of the sculpture made 
b y  a Nepalese artist, 

On the left hand niche are placed some 
old unidentified sculptures, together 
with some metallic images of Ganesh, 
Durga, etc. A small metallic image of 
child Buddha in a standing pose with 
raised fingers was presented by a 
Japanese devotee a few years back. The 

temple IS worshipped 0 1 1  ,I rcg111,rr I I , I \ I \  
by rr fllndu prlest. 

This temple 13 \itu;~lcd l~lltlcr the 
shade ot a p~pa l  or bo ( h ~ r  r i \  rc,/rK,o.\rc) 

tree. Around the telnplc. ,11c l)l,lc.cd 
some broken pieces ot A\l~ohan l)ll lc~r 
and irninlal l ~ k e  tlgure\ 0 1 1  tllc tlorth ot 
the telnplc is a b ~ g  inliigc ot .I I ilndu 
goddess, probably Variih~ 

The temple of Maya Devi 
and Siddhartha tank. 

The first construction of the Maya 
Devi temple is of the Mauryan period, 
the second is of Sunga dynasty, while 
the third is of the Gupta period. But in  

other places the third construction 1s of 
the Kushan period. Thus it is evident 
that the temple of Maya Devi was 
constructed over the foundation of 
more than one earher temple or'stupa. 
Scholars opine that this temple was 
probably built o n  an Ashokan Stupa 
itself which Ashoka got constructed 
during his visit. 

Metallic images of child Buddha. Plinth of Maya Devi temple. 



Sacred Pond 
On the 40~1th ot the Maya D e v ~  

temple I \  the t;rmou\ 4acred pond 
known Pu\karn~.  I t  I \  belleved that 
Maya D e v ~  took a bath In th14 pond 
before delivery. The structure i5 of a 
c~rcular nature and has three project~ng 
terrace5 In a descending order and 1s 

revetted w ~ t h  f ~ n e  b r~ck  masonry. Now 
for mak~ng ~t attract~ve liv~ng biota are 
Introduced. The legendary Lumbin~ 
pond was oval but now i t  is a square of 
about 50 ft each side.   his pond was 
recovered d u r ~ n g  1933-34 exacavation. 

Archeological Ruins 
Several ancient structures in ruins 

and mounds of the 2nd to the 9th 
century can be found lying in the area. 
One is a b ~ g  square stupa of the 2nd 
century B.C. and a group of 16 stupas of 
the 8th and 9th century A.D. A stupa 
has been excavated and repaired with 
the donations of Mr. Pat Prabhavivah- 
dhana of Thailand in the memory of his 
father. Mr. Chunpprabha V~vadhana.  

A view of recently excavated and 
repaired stupas and viharas. 

Stupas sing the glories of a bygone era 
emtombed underneath. Some of these 
are excavated recently and they all add 
to the hallowed memories of the historic 
Lumbini. One can imagine the glory 
when Gautam was born here, Brahma 
received the baby aloft in his arms. 
Naga kings helped in ablution> and the 
courtesans jingled and there was great 
rejoicing. 



Mounds of Sand 
On the back ilnd front of the 

temple one can see two rnoi~~lcls of sand 
in the form of stupas but actually they 
are simply heaps of sand accumul~~ted 
which was dug out during excavations 
so as to make the site look fascinating. 
However. these are of no archeological 
importance. 

Buddhist Shrines 

Mound of  sand looks like a stupa 
but  it is of no archeological 
significance.It is how ever,^ 
source of  great attraction 
for visitors. 

Outsicle the nlain c ~ ) ~ ~ r l ) l c . \  ot tile 
sacred garden sonlc \ I I I I I I ~ \  <.\;I\[ ;I[  

prebent. 

l'heravadin Monastery 
It was built by Ilis Mi~lcaty's 

<iovernnlt.nt of Ncpal i r ~ r t l  I \  ot ; I  typicirl 
Nepalese style. The cntri1nc.c gi~tc hiis X 
au \p ic io~~s  signs logcthcl- with surl. 
nioon. holy virse, etc. I t  house\ three 
beautiful big imi~ges of Bi~dciha. 'l'ht. 
ccntrirl one is i n  a toi1cl1ing-tlie-groi111cl 
pose; o n  the left sick of i t  is :I marble 
Buddha from Burma while 0 1 1  the left i \  
;I metallic image from Thail;rncl. Helow 
the central image is pli~ced i~nother 
image of Budclha in a teaching pose. 
l ' he  main hall hiis a few unique 
paintings of the wheel of existence. 
welcome of  Buddha, Dhritarustrir etc. 
A dome-shaped structure is above the 
central image. I t  is of a usual architecture 
of the Nepalese stupa. 

The main entrance of the Theravadin monastery. 



- 
The inner view of the Tberavadin monastery. 

tk \~dt . s ,  there is an open courtyard 
t ~ t , ,  rilere are two famous Chaityas, 
,,I,,, ,,I wt\ich is that of Shri Dharnllok 
h1,11t;1\tt1;1vir (IX90-1967) who dedi- 

raaa rpaul- :fn .a 

cated his life for renovation of Lumbini 
and establishment of Theravada school. 
There are some rooms where pilgrims 
can stay. 

A painting in the Theravadin monastery showing welcoming o f  the Buddha. 



The images of the Buddha from Thailand 
presented to the Theravadin monastery. 

The image of the Buddha from Burma in 
the Theravadin monastery. 

14k 1 . . . . 



L)Ilar~na Swami Maharaj Bud- 
tihit Vitrar 

;jrlother shrine named as Dharma 
(;M , 1 1 1 1 1  Mi~haraj Buddha Vihar was 
c r ~ , ~ l , l ~ ~ h c . d  in 1968, by the most 
I I I  Guru Chogya Trichen 
K~r~~x)cI iu .  Some say the construction 
w:15 rr~irde by Mustang Raja of Nepal. 
'l'Iil\ 5hl.int. belongs to the Mahayana 
c u l t  ; ~nd  has a typical Tibetan style. I t  
houbc.:, the central main image of 
Buddha in his touching the ground 
pose. On both sides there are some 
s ta tues  of t eachers  o r  g u r u s  of 
Mahayana cult. I11 the middle there is a 
seat of an abbot. About 30 monks live 
there at present. Many pilgrims from 
Tibet stay here. 

However, now under the Lumbini 
Development Trust, on the east and 
west of the central canal, monastic zones 
are allocated for construction of 
monasteries. Regulations have already 
been made for the development of the 
monastic zone. 

Dharma Swami Maharaj Buddha 
Vihar at Lumbini. This shrine 
belongs t o  the Mahayana cult. 

Lumbini Development Project 
In 1970, the beginning was made 

for the development of Lumbini. 
Thirteen nations took part in the 
preparation of the master plan. The 

plan which was completed in 1978 was 
made by a World famous Japanew 
architect Professor Kenzo Tange. This 
project is under implementation with 
the objective of developing I-umbini as 
a creative centre of spiritual and 
cultural force representing the Bud- 
dha's teachings. Some biisic features 
is the Master Plan are : Trans- 
fo rmat ion  of 4 . 8  square  Km o f  
land. The rectangular project area 
about 19 Km west of the city of 
Bhairahawa is located on a north-south 
axis. The design landscape represents 
circles enclosing squares which symbvl- 
ises the universe for purity, simplicity of 
mundulu or mystic designs: square and 
circular shapes in the lay-out extend to 
the peaceful landscaped gardens. and 
find place in the vaulting arches of the 
monumental buildings and in the 
tranquil network of canals and ponds. 
The project includes three zones each 
covering 1.6 km. and the three zones 
are joined by 1,474 meter long 
pedestrian walkway and canal. The plan 
includes: I .  Lumbini Village 2. The 
Monastic Zone and 3. The Sacred 
Garden. On the extreme north there will 
be a Lumbini Village which will be a 
gateway. I t  will have hotels, lodges. 
restaurants. camping places. etc. for 
pilgrims. At present. a pilgrim 
accommodation is already built by Sri 
Lankan Government with 188 beds. 
Besides, a four star Japanese Hotel by 
Hokke club of Japan will be completed in 
1W). The 56 room hotel will amnunodate 
126 visitors. Other tourist acconimoda- 
tions are also under plan. A modern 
camping ground which lies in a pleasant 
mango grove will provide rest-rooms, 
amphitheatre and parking facilities and 
these are financed by donations from 
Singapore. Other amenities will include 
a bank. post office. medical center. 
administrative offices. parking place for 
buses and taxies. A hgh school is financed 
with donations from Malaysia, Nepal 
and other funding agencies. 
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Nearby there is a cultural centre 
which includes an auditorium, research 
institutions, library and museum. The 
construction of the library and the 
museum are already under completion. 
The construction of the library and the 
museum has been efficiently under- 
taken by the Sarnbu Constructior~ Co. 
of Korea. 

The Sacred Garden 
The sacred garden includes the 

area related to the birth of Gautam 
Buddha and i t  reflects the great ideals 
of peace, compassion, purity and 
brotherhood. This will develop interna- 
tional friendship, good-will and inter- 
cultural relationships. The sacred 
garden will include the temple of Maya 
Devi, Ashokan Pillar, various stupas, 
chaityas and old remains of the garden 
and trees. 

The Eternal Flame 
After passing the walkway and on 

approach to the sacred garden there is a 
place where an eternal flame is kept lit 
up. This eternal flame symbolises peace 
and was graciously lit up by the 

Chairma 
Trust H 
Bikram 

,n of the Lun~bini I)cvclol)~r\c.r~t 
. K . H .  Prince (~iyanrrltlr;i I j I I  

Shah o n  the c)c~c.;~sior~ O! tIlL. 

Internatio~lal Year ot 1'c.ac.c ( 1 1 1  I \ t  
November, 19Xh to mark rllc. \~lvcr 

jubilee year ot Partylebs I ) C I I I O L . I ; I ~ I C .  
Panchiiyat System. ('redit rc~illy got\ to 

1 I . K . H .  Prince (iyirne~ldra t o r  actrvr. 
and fast development ot' Lurnbini u11dt.r 
the patronage of His Miijchty Klrlg 
Birendra. 

The Green Areas 
The green areas are also covered 

by the project and they include groves 
of Pipal, Sal, Banyan, Kadamb and 
Mango trees to provide shelter and 
protection. This area will include 
conservation of nature and human 
environment. The tlowering bushes will 
restore the beautiful landscape of 
Lumbini. The sacred monuments will 
g v e  a sublime look, marked by elegance 
and timelessness. 

Crucial Earthwork 
The most significant work at 

Lumbini is the flood control for 
protection of ancient monuments of the 
Sacred Garden from floods which once 

The eternal j%mtl lit up by H. R.H. Prince Gyaae~dra to mark 
the occasia~? o f tbe  Zwternatir~ral Year ofPeace, 



H C I C .  ~ ~ ~ l l u ~ i d i l t ~ n g  the whole area almost 
t , i c l ~  ktsdr. For the same 5.44 km. 
dl\ c.l\ron canal and a 2.77 km. circular 
c ' ~ ~  I ~ I L ' I  I I  level around the archeological 
\I[L. ~ '111  selve to protect the area from 
f lOO(i  

International Brotherhoad 
Attcr the con~wletiorl of this d h ,  

Lumbini will acquire a great signifi- 
cance not only a6 a place uf pilgrimage 
but alsr~ as One of t~uri~if  attractian. 
It will br a centre of cultural exchanges 
that will promate the spirit of tolerance, 
taith and international brotherhood, 
Thus Lumbini is a gem of culture and 
historical importance and there is much 
of it for all sf us to see, 

The U. Thsnt World Peace 
Auditorium 

It is a 420 seat multipurpo$e 
assembly hall. It includes 6 b.alconies for 
pressmen and obxrvers and 5 booxhs 
far simultaneous translation. This 
project is financed by the National 
Committee for the development of 
Lumbini in the U-$.A. 

Tbe U ~harnt Ptag~e Aadiiorium 

The Research Institution and 
Library 

The Library is financed by 
Reiyukai Foundation of Japan. The 
advanced resean;h institution will 
include facilitie8 for study of culture and 
philosophy of Buddhi~rn by scholars. It 
will include lecture roams a large 

meeting room, a 24-room dormitory 
and 4 residential quarters for profes- 
sors. 

The Museum 
Financial assistance of 10 million 

Indian rupees has been made available 
by the Government of India far the 
construetion of the museum. I t  has a 
large number of antiquities that have k n  
discovered by archeologrsrs hf Lumbini . 
The museum will also include adminis- 
trative offices and an archeological 
regearch laboratory cum-warkshop, 

The Mwsesr rn finrznced by 
Government of India, 

Monastic Zone 
The Monastic zone will be for 

worsdiip and study. This will provide 
pilgrims an ideal atmosphere which has 
a touch of spiritual character about it 
and which expresses Buddhist unity of 
mind and thought. In this zone 41, plots 
of land are set aside under a green 
forest cover near the sacred garden. 
This place is reserved far stupas and 
vihars ta be erected by individuals, 



associations and countries. These 
sponsors will be allowed to build places 
of worship according to their ideals and 
styles. This will be divided into the East 
Monastic zone and the West Monastic 
zone of both Theravada and Mahayana 
cults. Each centre will include 12 
meditation cells which will enable about 
144 students of Buddhism to work 
toward self-knowledge. There will be 
spacious assembly halls too. 

The Meditation centre. 

I The Central Link 
'The sacred garden call be I L , ; I L , I I C ~ J  

either on foot 01 .  hy bo;rt irlol~g 
colonnacled walkwi~y. I t  ha\ ;I tr;ir~quiI 
environ with tree$ ot Ki~tlanih 
(Antlloi.eyhrrllrs i.trtlri~nAri) 0 1 1  t ~ j t t ~  

sides. This central link callul sel-vcs as a 
walkway which is 64 ~ ~ ~ ~ t t ' l -  wide. 
including walkway. Pilgrinis c.an walk 
along the sculpted curves ancl arches ot' 
rnonumental buildings, tritnquil ~)orids. 
graceful pavilions, quiet squares and 
circular plazas. At several points there 
will be toilets, benches, drinking wirtel. 
facility, etc. The old and hilndicapped 
pilgrims can avail theniselves of the 
facilities of the boat. The centrill link 
bridge is constructed with partial funds 
received from the World Fellowship of 
Buddhists. This central link symbolical- 
ly represents transition to the sacred 
garden. 

A n  aerial view o f  the Sacred Garden. 

Upagupta, Ashoka's counsellor said, 'Your Majesty, this is the sanctified spot  where 
Lord Gautam was born. We ought t o  d o  something t o  retain its memory to  posterity. ' 





Where to Stay? 

Visitors of every hudget size ciw 
cornfortably stay in 1urnl)irii. Al 
present IXX-bed pilgrim Iotigc.  ti:^\ 
already heen colistructed and i s  ill 
operatiori. i t  has ittt;~chccl kitc,he~i\. 
toilets, etc. At present, 1-ir~iihi~ii (;;~rclcri 
Guest House h;rs X cloirble bc.tlrooms 
and other beds with a l l  facilities to 
accommodate XO. l'ariff-1)oirble 1J .S.X 
20 and Single- lJ.S.$ 14. C>orrnito~.y 
U.S.$ 1 0  each. For middle hutlget 
visitors a 2 star hotel i s  planned. A 4 
star hotel by ttokke C'luh of Japan will 
be in operation in 1990. 

~ t i ~ r ~  f ~ o d  IS ~IV:III:II)I~~ ;I[ ;I III,I~I(,I,,I~, 
priccb r ;itrgc.. t3cbsitlc.\ ~ l ~ c r c .  ;IIC \ ( . \ ( . I  .,I 

soonrs iri thca rnoli;lSlc.r-~c~\ tor I o ~ I ~ : I I I ~ ~  
pL1l-po\es. I i c . 5 t : l l 1 1 ~ 1 1 1 ~ \ ~  \IlOl~\ <lll,l t l l l l  
toirrist tacilitic\ a1.c ;I\.:III,II>IL. Ir I, 

advi\al~lc l o  sta! i r ~  tIlcs L , ; I ~ I I I  . ~ 1 1 , 1  

tr;tr~quility of LJ i~n i l~ i~ i i .  I Io\v,,\,~*I 
visito~.s C:III :1 l5o sti1) c o r ~ ~ l o ~ t ~ ~ l ~ l y  111 

nt~ilir-i~t~;~~;l iIt t11~.  I ~ C W I V  C ~ ~ I I ~ ~ I ~ L ~ C I ~ ~ , I  

Ycti I lotcl rie:ls thc hus sti~nci. I t  i \  01 ;III 

internation:~l \tandard. .l'hc. 111 I\ 

:ll~ollt I<\ 1 so per- [>Cl.\OIl .  

How to Reach? 

Lumbini can he re;tched hoth l'ron1 
Nepal itnd Indi i~.  Royal Nepi~l Airline5 
tlights o n  Sunday, Monday. Weclnes- 
day. Thursday, Friday connect Kirtti- 
mandu with Bhuirawitha. The one way 
firre i s  II .S .$  60 .  Flight cluratio~~ i s  about 
40-45 minutes. From the airport, 
transportation can be arranged directly 
to Lumhirii. I f  you want to save a few 
bucks and have time a bus i s  available at  

Perspective view of Pilgrim 
Accommodation. 

Interior view of Pilgrim Accommodation , funded by 
the Government of Sri Lanka. 



NEPAL 

a road junction which has a Panchayat 
Silver Jubilee Pillar. A rickshaw 
charges only Rs 2 (Nepalese) to reach 
the bus stop. Buses run every hour to 
Lumbini. The distance is about 22 km. 
The fare is about Rs 5.50 { ~ e ~ a l e s e ) .  
Do not mind the shabby condition of 
buses at present as you are on a 
pilgrimage. 

Quite a few day and night buses 
leave from Kathmandu to Bhairahawa. 
It is a 9 hour trip which costs about Rs 
57 (Day service) and Rs 71 (Night 
Service) one way*. From Pokhara one 
can reach Bhairahawa in about 5-6 

hours. The distance from Pokhara to 
Bhairahawa is 176 km and the bus fare 
is Rs 44. 

From Kathmandu, Lumbini is 
about 280 km. For more information 
contact: Continent Travels & Tours, 
Durbar Marg, Kathmandu, Nepal. Tel. 
224299, 223912 & 414187. They can 
arrange for your comfortable and fast 
visit to Lumbini. 

Lumbini can also be reached from 
the Indian side. The nearest airports are 
Lucknow and Varanasi, from where 
direct buses run to Sunauli. 

Varanasi - Sunauli. The distance is 
314 km. The journey 
takes 9-10 hours. The 
fare is Rs 45 (Indian) 

Lucknow - Sunauli. The distance is 
376 km. The journey 
takes about 10- 11 hours. 
The bus fare is Rs 57 
(Indian). 

* 1 U.S.$ = 26 Nepalcse Rupees approximately. 



Delhi 

Map showing location of Lumbini and adjacent areas. 

- Sunauli. The distance is 
1012 km. The bus fare is 
Rs 105 (Indian).* 
(Several comfortable 
buses operate along this 
route). 

From Gorakhpur one has to go to 
Sunauli by bus. The distance is about 
96 km and the bus fare is Rs 15 (Indian). 
From Sunauli Bhairahawa is about 4 
km. The bus takes Re 1 while the 
rickshaw charges about ten rupees. 
From Bhairahawa you can also take a 
bus as already said before. By train 
Lumbini can be reached upto Naugarh 
Railway Station which is on the Gonda- 
Gorakhpur line. Lumbini is about 35 
km by road from Naugarh Railway 
Station. Buses ply between Naugarh 
and Lumbini. (However, the train is 
very slow and this is not the direct, 

* 1 U.S.  $ = Indian Rs 15 approximately. 

and comfortable route). From Kapila- 
vastu or Taulihawa, Lumbini is about 
20 km along a new metalled road. 

+ 

Confidence Travel Service Co., Ltd 

For Tours to Nepal & India 

Itthichart Marnalert 
General Manager 

30019 Makut Arcade, 
Krungkasem Road, 
Bangkok, 10200, 
Thailand 
Tel: 2800662-3 

2828700-4 Ext 110 



Lumbirri means diffrrent things to differant people. To Buddhists, Larnhi  ~ m d e b  
symbolize reverence for tbe birtbpkce of tbe fourrder of a major w d  tbiigion. 





90 YEARS IN KATHMANDU. 
Thai Internatlonrrl ir the most cxpsricnd foreign 

ddine in Nepal. It links the Himalayan capital of Kathmandu 
m Bangkok - The Hub of Asia" - every Monday, 
Wednesday, 'Thursday c Saturday. Thai offers travellers 
~nncctions to more Asian countries than any other airline 
a d  flies to 70 cities in 34 countries around the world. 

For more information, please contact Thai International, Annapurna Arcade, 
Palace Road, Durbar Marg, Kathmandu. Tel. 224917, 224387 1 



Buddha's meamp of cbmp~rion 8c 
dmation to the service of 
humanity is more rclev~nt today 
than at any other time in hiotory. 

Mr. Pratap Khatri, Kathmandu 
i Mr.Gaja Sundar Pradhan,Kathmandu 

Mr. Veera Suyanandana,Bangkok 
Mr.A.K.Biswas,Bangkok 

h u m b i n i  Development Truqt. 
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Bhikku Sugandha,B angkok 
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